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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Claims 1-15 are pending. In the action mailed May 19, 2003, the Examiner stated that 
claims 1-15 are: 

generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably distinct species comprising a method 
for measuring competitive binding activity of molecules to nuclear receptors 
wherein the receptors are PPAR, SXR, FXR, LXR, RXR, RAR, TR, ER, PR, GR, 
MR, AR, and ERR. The methods using each of these receptors are independent 
and distinct, each from the other, because these receptors possess characteristic 
differences in structure and function, and each has an independent utility, that is 
distinct for each receptor . . .. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to 
elect a single disclosed species .... 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement. Applicants respectfully 
assert that it would not be an undue burden under MPEP § 803.02 or MPEP § 809.02(d) for the 
Examiner to search the genus of nuclear hormone receptor proteins, because members of the 
genus are known to be a superfamily having ligand binding domains and DNA binding domains. 

Under 35 U.S.C. § 121 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.143, Applicants nevertheless hereby elect the 
nuclear hormone receptor PPAR, peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor, as the species for 
examination. Claims 1-3 and 6-12 read on the elected species. 
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Applicants further respectfully remind the Examiner of the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 
1.141, whereby more than one species of an invention, not to exceed a reasonable number, may 
be specifically claimed in different claims, provided the application also includes an allowable 
claim generic to all the claimed species (e.g., claim 1). Applicants respectfully suggest that 13 
members of a related superfamily, as claimed in claims 2 and 4-5, is not an unreasonable number 
of species for examination. 

Please apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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